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From the Editor’s Desk
those who conduct the marine radio
listening watches to ensure that those ‘at
sea in little ships’ have someone to contact
should a need arise. These radio watches
operate 24 hours-a-day seven days a week
along the entire NSW coastline. The
benefit to the boating fraternity cannot be
overlooked.

Ron Cole

National Volunteer Week (NVW) this
year was celebrated from May 9-15.
NVW is the largest celebration of
volunteers and volunteerism in Australia.

For those who make the decision to
become a Marine Rescue volunteer that is
just the beginning. Each volunteer who
wishes to participate in MR operations
must complete a wide range of basic
training. A Marine Radio Operators
Certificate of Proficiency (marine radio
licence) is required, as is a Boat Drivers
Licence and a First Aid Certificate.

Once these basic requirements have been
It provides an opportunity to highlight the earned, the on-the-job training commences
role of volunteers and enables communities and never ends. As long as a volunteer
to say thank you to those who volunteer.
remains operational there is always
something new to learn. There is always
In Australia volunteers are essential to
new equipment, there are improved
society and many communities would
methods and rescue techniques, CPR and
struggle to survive without the support of
First Aid certificates need to be regularly
their volunteers.
renewed, and training continues while
The contribution of the volunteers in
membership is retained.
Marine Rescue NSW cannot be
overlooked. Think about the dedication of
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In addition, the volunteers must learn how
maintain the rescue boats, maintain the
radio bases and all equipment associated
with boats and boating. Reliability is
required of the volunteers as well as the
equipment.
Even with some government support MR
volunteers still need to raise the greater
proportion of each Unit’s operational
funds. Without the volunteers’ fund raising
efforts each Unit would soon cease to
operate. Electricity, phones, fuel, oil and
water don’t come free. Neither do the
replacement parts and the many small
items that are subject to wear, tear and
constant replacement.
MRNSW volunteers protect the state’s
recreational boating enthusiasts day and
night every day of the year. NVW
provided a platform to all communities to
pay tribute to these volunteers who donate
so much of their time and energy to keep
boaters safe.
To those communities that recognised
MRNSW volunteers we thank you. For
those who don’t know us or what we do,
well, there is always next year.
Ron Cole
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Changes to HF National Coast Radio
Network Arrangements in NSW
On May 9 Kordia took over the monitoring of nonSOLAS HF distress channels (4125, 6215 and 8291
kHz) on behalf of the NSW Government.
This service – known as CHARLEVILLE RADIO – makes use
of Kordia’s HF transmit and receive sites at Charleville.
This service replaces the previous HF arrangements provided by
Sydney Ports Corporation. The Sydney, Port Kembla and
Newcastle VHF Coast Radio arrangements remain unchanged
and continue to be run by Ports.
There are several factors that Marine Rescue NSW personnel
should be aware of since this change has come into effect.
Firstly, there has sometimes been uncertainty when it comes to
coverage for vessels travelling internationally that attempt to
‘log-on’ with MRNSW. Obviously we have no ability to track
vessels beyond Australian waters, so any vessel seeking to ‘logon’ for an international voyage should be referred to Charleville
Radio on 4125, 6215 or 8291 kHz. Charleville Radio do not
monitor 2182 kHz.
Many Bases do not have the capability to track vessels
proceeding to Lord Howe Island. If your Base does not have that
capability then those vessels should also be referred to
Charleville Radio.
Many Marine Rescue Bases conduct radio checks with HF
equipped vessels. Often the vessels seeking to test their radios
are too close to a Base for the test to be conclusive. In these
cases, radio operators might consider referring the skipper
requesting a radio check to use Charleville Radio.

Icom IC-M801 GMDSS HF Marine Radio

Should you be asked by a skipper for the most appropriate
frequency to make contact, a guide to selecting the correct
frequency to contact Charleville Radio for a given time of the
day can be found at http://www.ips.gov.au/HF_Systems/1/1/1
Select Charleville and the frequency (4, 6 or 8 MHz) from the
drop down menu and this will provide you with a coverage chart
for each frequency. It may be necessary to check more than one
chart for a given time of the day before finding the most
appropriate frequency (although for the middle of the day first
check the highest frequency).
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A Medivac on Good Friday
On Good Friday at about 1745 hours a Middle Harbour crew, John Stinson, Don Alexander and Len Cole set
out from the Base at The Spit and headed towards Balmoral to conduct a security patrol to assist Middle
Harbour Marine Watch.
Fortunately, as will become evident, they were
aboard the Atlantic 21ft RHIB, MH10. As they
passed Wyargine Point, the headland between
Chinaman’s Beach and Balmoral, they noticed a
flashing torch light at the base of the cliff.
It was just coming into darkness. They went to
investigate and found two policemen and two
ambulance officers attending to an injured man
at the base of the cliff. He had injured his foot
and ankle in a fall and could not walk. The rocks
made it difficult to help him walk or indeed to
carry him out by stretcher to a waiting
ambulance about 1km away. In addition, he was
hyper-ventilating and they feared he might have
a heart attack. They had been there for some
time and had even called a Fire Rescue Team,
who had yet to arrive.
The Police requested that the MR team come
and assist. John Stinson manoeuvred MR 10 into
a cleft between the rocks, with the boat crew fending off against
the small swell coming through the heads. The injured man and
his rescuers were most fortunate that the Marine Rescue security
patrol had come by and were using a RHIB. Without the soft
sides and low bow the extraction would not have been possible
in the conditions.

The injured man was assisted onboard with a policeman and a
paramedic. All were then taken to Balmoral wharf and the
waiting ambulance.
Peter Steigrad
PR Officer Middle Harbour

S UNDINGS
U N D I NGS
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Soundings is the Quarterly Journal
of Marine Rescue NSW
Marine Rescue NSW is the single, integrated volunteer marine rescue service that
provides search and rescue, radio communications and safe
boating education for the NSW boating community. Marine
Rescue NSW is on safety watch at over 50 locations,
including 45 radio bases, with a membership now of more
than 3,100 skilled, dedicated volunteers.
• A4 Format
• Full 4-colour reproduction throughout
• Distribution by mail direct to members and key stakeholders
in the boating industry and government
• Covers the NSW coast from Point Danger to Eden
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From the Chairman of the Board
throughout the State with the Land
This is the first issue of Soundings since the elected
Board of MRNSW has met and put its trust in me to be and Property Management Authority.
So much for the positives.
the first Chairman.

It has not been all plain sailing.
We have experienced persistent
problems with the computer based
Offshore Tracking System (EOTS)
that remain to be resolved with some
In that time Board initiatives have included overseeing the
Radio Units declining to use EOTS by
difficult task of bringing three disparate organisations into a fully reason of continuing problems with
functioning single entity. There have been some casualties. The
the system. I understand the
Jim Glissan
former AVCGA unit at Kingscliff has decided not to join MR but frustration units are experiencing. A
there may be other options available for the MR members of that number of strategies are being developed to overcome this issue
area. The nearby units at both Point Danger and Brunswick are
including the decision by the Board and Commissioner to engage
working well.
a professional IT consultant.
The Commissioner and I are in the process of seeking a further
We believe that this will also lead to resolution of the failures of
grant from the new NSW Government to speed our fleet
Gbase and IT generally, including the ineffective email service.
replacement programme. In these first four months we have
I have also had reported to me problems with the employed staff/
already seen three new boats purchased and delivered at a cost of volunteer interface and perceived bureaucracy at Headquarters.
about $1.7 million and six vessels acquired from State authorities These have included problems with telephone contact and
and refurbished. The new vessels are now in service at bases as
limited access to members who are not Unit Commanders.
widely spaced as Batemans Bay and Trial Bay, with others to
come in the near future. The next new vessel to be delivered is to The Board and Staff have met to discuss the issues and deal with
those criticisms and I am optimistic that better communication
Iluka/Yamba. The efforts of Peter Phillipson as Fleet manager
will result.
and Frank Robards as Project Manager need to be specifically
recognised. They have my thanks for their enormous effort.
The Board has now advertised for the position of a permanent
CEO/Commissioner as the appointment of Glenn Finniss as
Our funding has been secured with the signing of a new
Acting Commissioner expires on June 30. I expect that a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Government. The
permanent appointment will be made in the near future.
Commissioner has also negotiated a MoU with NSW Maritime
for the acquisition of vessels as a short term interim solution to
Finally, MRNSW is on track to a fully established and
our fleet needs.
Registered Training Organisation (RTO) by June 30 as promised.
Our new training manager, Nicole Allen has proved invaluable
You will all know that new staff in the areas of training and
and her expertise and interpersonal skills have already made her
administration have been retained and special thanks are due to
an essential part of the MR team. She is in the process of visiting
Howard Staples for his work in that regard.
units to assist in implementing the new training programme.
The issues of both AVCGA and RVCP asset transfer are now
As Chair I make the promise to all members that it will be my
behind us and all units are now operational as Marine Rescue.
We now see units voluntarily joining together operationally and undertaking to ensure that members are assured of these three
in some cases training and amalgamating to form single units to things:
serve larger areas. This has had real benefits for members of
1. Freedom from unnecessary Government Interference;
those newer larger units in terms of ability to quickly improve
2. That every member will be given a full voice in the
their skills and to serve in a wide range of vessels and bases.
organisation;
Commissioner Finniss and I have also obtained new advisers for
3. The Board will observe transparency in all matters of
advertising and sponsorship. Marketing strategies to further ease
governance.
funding concerns are well advanced and matters are in hand to
James L Glissan QC
provide a new permanent HQ and agreements for bases
Chairman
I can report that the new Board has, as anticipated, brought new
ideas and synergies to Marine Rescue (MR) and is working well
both as a team and as individuals to advance the interests of the
single volunteer marine rescue service.

New facilities at Evans Head
Marine Rescue Evans Head Unit has celebrated the
opening of its new training room.
The training room was officially opened by Commissioner Glenn
Finniss on Saturday May 28 at 1300 hours at the boat harbour.
The Commissioner also presented some members with Marine
Rescue Long Service Medals. Community and members from
other Units and agencies were welcomed and thanked for their
support.
The opening ceremony was followed by a sausage sizzle.
Cmdr Tony McNally
Evans Head
SOUNDINGS MARINE RESCUE NSW Issue 7 - June 2011
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From the Commissioner
Welcome to another issue of Soundings. This is your magazine
that gives you the opportunity to highlight what is happening in
your area of Marine Rescue NSW and to showcase examples of
the excellent work that members of your Unit have performed. In
an organisation of our size it is often easy to fall into the trap of
thinking that everyone else also knows about the achievements of
individual Units.

I was also honoured to begin
awarding the new Marine
Rescue NSW Long Service
Medals to those dedicated
volunteers who have had
committed years of service to
marine rescue for the boating
community. I am looking
Soundings helps ensure this does happen. Soundings has a wide
forward to meeting many of
readership beyond our own membership. It is distributed to
members of all levels of government, other emergency services, the 465 members who will
receive these awards. The
boating organisations and members of the boating community.
process has been long and
Glenn Finniss
Your successes and achievements should be included.
arduous, but when you see the
It is very gratifying to announce the development of our first
medals, you too will be proud to wear this important recognition
brand new Unit. The Marine Rescue Alpine Lakes Unit, with
of your commitment and service. I was also pleasantly
twenty new members is being formed on the Lake Eucumbene
astonished to find out that this medal had to be remodelled for
system with the view to covering all the Lakes within this area in those with 50 years’ service and above. This is an unbelievable
the future. This is a giant new step for Marine Rescue and it is
achievement and one worthy of special recognition.
even more exciting to announce that more new Units are also on
We now have 3,170 members in Marine Rescue NSW. This
their way.
brings additional challenges for some Units. We are working
The recent State elections introduced a new Government and I
hard to secure better premises, repair or replace ageing
have already had discussions with the new Minister for Police
communications and secure funding for new vessels.
and Emergency Services, the Hon Michael Gallacher MLC, to
My focus is now on marketing and sponsorships for Marine
brief him on where we want to take Marine Rescue NSW,
Rescue as a whole, to increase our capability to buy new vessels
including fast-tracking our vessel replacement programme.
for Units. We are also looking at finding new ways of
I was very proud to commission the new Steber 38 to Batemans fundraising at Unit level and to make it a simpler and more
Bay and I can also announce that the first Kevlacat catamaran
enjoyable process.
has been delivered to the newly-merged Marine Rescue Port
Once again I want to thank all the volunteers for being so
Kembla Unit. Its commissioning ceremony is eagerly awaited.
supportive and, more importantly, for their understanding. The
The second Steber 38 is now in the water undergoing sea trials
scale of our task to develop Marine Rescue NSW into the
and is expected to have been delivered to the Marine Rescue
emergency service that we all want will take time. We will
Shoalhaven Unit as you read this - and not before time, as their
inevitably have more challenges on the way, but rest assured the
largest vessel had just blown an engine.
staff at Headquarters is working closely with your Board of
When completed, the third Steber 38 will be going to the Iluka / Directors to progress Marine Rescue NSW into the future.
Yamba Unit to replace its ageing vessel. More vessels are on
New boats and buildings are one thing, but we recognise that
order and will be delivered on a ‘risk assessment’ basis that will committed volunteers who are valued by the organisation are our
hopefully be finalised after the Marine Rescue Service Delivery most important asset. Marine Rescue NSW is your organisation,
Model is endorsed by the State Rescue Board and the Minister.
so keep up your remarkable efforts and let’s develop it together.
Once this is completed it will be posted, so you will know when
your Unit’s vessel is scheduled for replacement.

NSW Police recognise radio operator rescue effort
In February, Marine Rescue Terrey Hills radio
operator Ian Murdoch was awarded the Region
Commander's Certificate of Appreciation from NSW
Police Assistant Commissioner Ken McKay.
Ian Murdoch, together with four members of Broken Bay Water
Police, received awards for their part in the rescue of six people
on board the stricken yacht Encore that foundered in gale force
conditions off Broken Bay on the afternoon of 23 October, 2008.
At 1445 that day Ian was the sole radio operator on duty at the
Sydney radio base in Terrey Hills. Although alone, he was able
to manage 75 minutes of non-stop intense pressures in a May
Day call for help. He relayed the distressed vessel's position to
other vessels in the area, informed Water Police, co-ordinated a
veritable fleet of responding vessels - the police launch, a
passenger ferry, a bulk carrier and a training yacht - and
maintained contact with the vessel until Water Police were able
to take the six off the sinking vessel.
Ian’s adherence to procedures and his calm, level-headed
approach ensured that despite the atrocious conditions, the
6

Ian Murdoch (right) receiving his Award from Asst Com Ken McKay

Water Police were able to locate the vessel quickly, rescue all on
board and take them to safety by 1600 hours.
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Big Seas on Voyage South for ‘BM 30’
Once it was confirmed that Batemans Bay Unit was to receive “Build No 38-295”, Marine Rescue’s first new
Steber 38 offshore rescue vessel, a number of issues needed to be resolved.
First was to arrange for a berth at the Marina.
Following the departure of the previous
Category 3 rescue vessel, Waveney 44-014,
our berth on the marina was allocated to NSW
Maritime’s vessel. After some bargaining with
Marina Management, including the installation
of two new poles, we had a new and handy
berth.
In order to get a feel for a Steber vessel our
Training Officer arranged some familiarisation
and training with the local Maritime Boating
Service Officer on their 10.0m Steber.
In due course, the selected crew travelled to
Sydney for induction and on-water training on
our own vessel at Middle Harbour Unit’s Base
in Sydney.
Sydney’s road traffic is always a challenge but
we survived and commenced two days of
training with Tony Whybrow, Ben Crowther
and Alan Steber. We were in the classroom;
we crawled around the vessel’s bilge
compartments getting to know engine and
bilge pump operations; we went out to sea and
out on the Harbour; we anchored; you name it,
we covered it.

(Above) ‘BM30’ with Skipper Colin Tritton, and (left to right) Mick Trick, Geoff Philpott,
Carl Stewart and Harry Watson Smith during the dedication at our Town wharf
ceremony held on April 30. (Below left) Well appointed helm of ‘BM 30’.

Finally, on Saturday March 26 we fuelled up at Marine Area

Apart from more heavy showers, departure was into moderating
conditions. Our original course was resumed and we maintained
an even 12 to 15 knots. Just past the imposing cliffs of Point
Perpendicular and Jervis Bay a problem with steering
necessitated heaving to and inspecting the rudder bilge. The
problem was quickly sorted; the course was resumed, and with
lookouts posted for flotsam from recent floods, crew and vessel
arrived safely to a thoughtful welcome, logging off at 1815
hours.

Since arrival BM
30 has taken part
in a number of
Southcare
Helicopter
exercises, more
skippers have
been inducted
and
communication
checkouts
Command Balmain where we also had the opportunity to inspect conducted.
Police vessel Nemesis from bridge to engine room.
Batemans Bay is
The weather forecast for departure on 27th was for moderating
delighted to
SE winds and seas to two metres with rain showers. Departure
have a new
from Middle Harbour was on time at 0530 and once outside the offshore rescue
Heads and heading south we quickly determined why the
vessel and our
Bureau always qualifies its forecasts. As we approached
thanks go to all
Wollongong, between rain squalls and with sea and swell
those who
nearing five metres, consensus was quickly reached to take a
worked
break at that port to give the crew a rest and allow sea and wind exceptionally
to moderate.
hard to get us to
Helicopter training with Southcare
this point.
Onboard we were impressed with AIS system A’s ability to
identify and provide information on CPA and TCPA. A lot of
Mick Kelly
large shipping was out and about that Sunday morning!
Operations Officer Batemans Bay

SOUNDINGS MARINE RESCUE NSW Issue 7 - June 2011
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From the Deputy
While the summer season
may have come and gone,
there was little respite for our
volunteers who kept an eye
on the boating public over an
extended Easter / Anzac Day
period. MRNSW featured in
several rescue activities on
Sydney Harbour, the
Illawarra coast and Pittwater.
I don’t single these out for
any particular reason other
than these are prime examples Heinz Mueller
of the important work done
and risks taken by our volunteers to ensure that those in need
on the water, are provided with the best emergency rescue
service possible.
MRNSW has improved its fleet with new vessels delivered to
Batemans Bay and Shoalhaven (Steber 38s) and Port Kembla
(Kevlacat) in April and May. Additionally, another Steber 38
will be supplied to Iluka/Yamba in June.
The long awaited final version of the State Rescue Board
Marine Rescue Service Delivery Model can be expected soon.
This will enable the vessel replacement schedule to be
completed for consideration and approval by the Commissioner
this month. I know all units are eagerly awaiting this schedule
as promised by the Commissioner earlier this year.
Units that have received the new vessels have provided positive
feedback on their performance, design and equipment fit-out. It
is significant indeed that these vessels are the first in the
organisation where the layout and fit-out of the vessels has
been contributed to by project teams of experienced MR
skippers, MR communications specialists and MR IT
specialists. Although the first vessels experienced some very
minor technical issues, these were quickly overcome and the
teams have worked tirelessly to ensure they will be resolved in
subsequent builds.
MRNSW is progressing toward its goal of being registered as
an RTO and the State Training Manager is confident that we
will achieve registration by July 11. The introduction of a
revised and updated training standard that aligns with the
marine industry in NSW, will ensure our operators continue to
receive training that is relevant, appropriate and recognised.
CompassTrack continues to be a source of concern to some
Bases and radio operators. I would ask all units to persevere
with the system which was a volunteer initiative and is the first
of its type ever to be introduced in Australia. The current
version of the system is not perfect nor is it user friendly.
However, familiarisation and training is the key to keeping the
system operating. As radio operators spend more time using
and becoming familiar with the system, and our developers
progressively try to resolve the issues raised, the system will
become more reliable and easier to use. Many volunteers
continue to work tirelessly on this initiative so that the next
generation tracking system will benefit.
Sadly, I acknowledge the loss of two dedicated volunteers. On
behalf of all our members, I extend our condolences to the
partners and family of Alec Coleman from The Entrance Unit
and Bob Munkman from Shellharbour.
MRNSW continues to move forward on the shoulders of our
many dedicated volunteers who work hard to ensure the safety
of the boating community in NSW. Your service does not go
unnoticed! Until next issue, keep safe.
8
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A most interesting
long weekend for Crowdy Harrington
On Saturday April 23 Keith Richardson, John Peers, John Evans and Joe Bell were training with Rob Baker
from Marine Rescue Broken Bay on ‘Crowdy 20’. They were in the Manning River, near the entrance, when
they were waved down by a family.
The family’s boat was on an exposed sandbank in the entrance
but the family was across a channel on a second exposed
sandbank. The water depth had increased, making a swim back
necessary. A small child on a paddle board had been swept away.
The parents were attempting to get to him in the swiftly flowing
waters.

The rescue crew collected the child who
had no lifejacket on and could not swim
The rescue crew collected the child who had no lifejacket on and
could not swim, while his mother returned to shore.
The child was returned to his father and Crowdy 20 stood by
until the mother collected the family from the submerged
sandbank in their own boat.
(It is recommended that the above paragraphs be read very
carefully so the full implications of this family’s actions can be
completely understood. Editor.)
‘Crowdy 20’ with the rescued runabout under tow back to Crowdy
Harbour on Anzac Day, a passing boat looks on.

Anzac Day April 25, was a beautiful day, with many taking
advantage of the good conditions at sea for some fishing.
John Evans received a call at the radio base requesting assistance
for a capsized vessel at Mermaid Reef about 5nm north of
Crowdy Harbour. Water Police tasked Crowdy 20 to assist.
Acting Commander Barry Lee manned the base radios. Skipper
Keith Richardson, Alan Johns and John Evans launched Crowdy
20 and they proceeded to the location.
The 4.5m open aluminium boat had not logged on. It had been
capsized by a large wave. Fortunately both occupants were
wearing new inflatable lifejackets. The boat was swept across the
reef and they had to swim around the reef to get back to their
capsized vessel.
The father and son were in the water for about half an hour
before they were rescued by a passing boat which took their
upturned vessel in tow. The crew on Crowdy 20 assessed the
situation and decided to right the upturned vessel. This was
achieved at the first attempt. The bungs were removed and the
vessel gradually emptied as it was towed to Crowdy Harbour.
Keith Richardson,
Marine Rescue Crowdy Harrington
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Inspirational Women Awards –
Linda Jones nominated by Rotary
All of us, in our own way, seek to inspire others. It
may not be something we think about very much, but
we influence the behaviour of our children, our coworkers, our friends and our neighbours.
Recognition is rare.
Rotary in New South Wales set out to improve that recognition
through its “Rotary Inspirational Women Awards”. The
overall goal is to “identify and recognise outstanding women
for their service to the community.”
The criteria were “Demonstrated leadership, innovation and
creativity; Personal contribution and community involvement;
Contribution to the Australian community, vocations, to the
nation or internationally; Voluntary work above and beyond
paid employment; Nature and length of activity or service;
Achievements as an individual or as part of a group /
organisation in their own field of endeavour.”
It was pleasing to learn that Linda Jones, MRNSW Regional
Coordinator for the Mid North Coast, was nominated by the
Rotary Club of Coffs Harbour Daybreak for this prestigious
State Award.
The Club cited her membership on the (all-male since 1980)
Board of the Coffs Harbour Deep Sea Fishing Club and, not
least, her significant and active involvement in the Coffs
Harbour Division of RVCP, including two years as Division
Commander, and now her Senior Officer role in Marine Rescue
NSW.

Linda Jones

not so quiet) way to serve Marine Rescue NSW. She provides
inspiration and has already brought many others into MRNSW.
She is an example of commitment to and excellence of voluntary
service. She helps make us the kind of organisation that we seek
to be and helps provide the service to the NSW boating
Linda was not the winner in District 9650 (the awards recognised community that is our goal.
Inspirational Women in each of the nine Districts in NSW). This
Thanks Linda, and well done!
in no way diminishes the sense of achievement. Just to have
been nominated, in very distinguished company, is in itself quite Ken McManus
an achievement. Linda will continue in her quiet (and sometimes PR & Media Officer - MRNSW
Other honours have come her way during this time, including
Coffs Harbour Citizen of the Year for 2008, being named a Paul
Harris Fellow by the Rotary Club of Coffs Harbour South, and a
Quota Club Woman of Achievement Award in 2009.

Rescue boat completes its first mission
Following calls to the Unit Commander, Marine Area Command
and the Water Police, Crowdy 20 was tasked to attend the
distressed vessel.

Marine Rescue Crowdy Harrington had its first
operational rescue with ‘Crowdy 20’ on Sunday
March 13.
At around 0915 hours the base received a call that a recreational
boat about 3 nm north east of Crowdy Head had mechanical
problems.

Seas were choppy in the 1.5m easterly swell as our crew
travelled to the incapacitated vessel, a 5.0m cuddy cab. The two
people on board casually pulled in their fishing gear as we
approached. Unfortunately the anchor bollard on the vessel had
previously broken and had been removed, leaving the anchor
roller as the only attachment point for the tow which was less
than ideal.
It was a slow tow of 3 to 4 knots across the swell with the towed
vessel yawing occasionally. At 1115 hours, the rescue was
completed with both craft safely back in the Crowdy Head
Harbour.
This result was a great outcome and confidence booster for our
fledgling crew, who have been training diligently since the
acquisition of Crowdy 20, our first ever rescue vessel.
Ross Windred
Marine Rescue Crowdy Harrington.
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WOW of a time on the Central Coast
Terry Reynolds (left)
aboard ‘Gosford 20’
on safety duty during
the sinking of HMAS
Adelaide, that is
shown in the
background.

WOW, what a month. We have celebrated Easter,
Anzac Day and the sinking of the HMAS Adelaide.
There has certainly been a lot of activity for the Unit
and its members.
Over Easter weekend there was a host of activity in the Point
Clare Base Radio Room. On Anzac Day we had our two rescue
boats down in Woy Woy Channel to enable both boats and
crews to participate in the Dawn Service. In very ordinary
weather, a number of resolute members then participated in the
Anzac March that commenced at Deepwater Plaza Woy Woy.
Considerable time has been spent upgrading our Radio Base at
Terrigal. We have installed improved and more powerful
antennas and implemented an ADSL switching system that
enables all phone and radio calls for MR Terrigal to now be
handled seamlessly in our Radio Room at Point Clare. This has
allowed us to extend the radio coverage at Terrigal from
weekends and Public Holidays to a 7-day a week operation.
At Point Clare we have installed all the new electronics
switching gear in a new communications equipment room.
Communications on all fronts are improved and all Base radios
and telephones are now linked to an Electrodata recording
system. All these changes were assisted by finance from a grant
from the State Government’s Community Building Partnership.
The entire base (Radio Rooms, Mess Room, Training Room and
the various office areas) has been fitted with zoned ducted airconditioning. This has enabled the removal of three small aircon
units.

(Below) On a very wet
Anzac Day the MR
Central Coast braves
the elements.

Two of our Members,
Peter Ashworth and Norm
Smith, were recognised by
the Rotary Club of Gosford
and have been awarded its
“Quiet Achievers’ Award”.
(Photo in Centrespread). These
guys put an enormous
amount of time and effort into maintaining our rescue boats and
are deserving of the award. It is gratifying to have members’
contributions noticed by other groups in our community.
We have also had the pleasure of visits by several different
Probus groups to the Point Clare base where they are served
lunch and about MRNSW. It is a great PR exercise.
Cmdr Ian Gallard
Central Coast

BOAT
BOOKS

NEW
BERTHS
LE
AVAILAB

Lake Macquarie’s
only destination
for all your
boating needs
Marina Berths
Floating Fuel Wharf
(bulk fuel DISCOUNTS)

Vessel Detailing
Service

AUSTRALIA
s Over 5000 different books in stock on every aspect
of boating
s World wide chart coverage corrected up to date of
sale
s Full range of instruments for all your navigational
needs
s Phone, Mail, Email & Fax orders processed
immediately
s All major credit cards accepted
s National coverage

Boatyard Facilities

BRISBANE
Boat Books

MELBOURNE
Boat Books

SYDNEY
Boat Books

109 Albert Street
Brisbane QLD 4000

214 St Kilda Road
St Kilda VIC 3182

31 Albany Street
Crows Nest NSW 2065

Phone (07) 3229 6427
Fax (07) 3221 9391

Phone (03) 9525 3444
Fax (03) 9525 3355

Phone (02) 9439 1133
Fax (02) 9439 8517

Email:

Email:

Chandlery
Café

T: 02 4958 3333

Email:
brisbane@boatbooks-aust.com.au

melbourne@boatbooks-aust.com.au boatbook@boatbooks-aust.com.au

1 Nanda Street, Marmong Point - Lake Macquarie NSW 2284

e: enquiries@marmongpointmarina.com.au
www.marmongpointmarina.com.au
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Marine Rescue Award
to Volunteer Jill McGrath
A dedicated member of the volunteer marine rescue
community for 26 years, Jill McGrath was the first
recipient of the Marine Rescue NSW long service
award and bar. While there will be many more
awarded, Jill was given the honour of being the first.

In making the presentation of the Award to Jill McGrath, the
Commissioner of Volunteer Marine Rescue NSW, Glenn
Finniss, said, “Any organisation that relies on volunteers for its
existence must recognise the work done by those volunteers. In
emergency services one of the methods used is to give
recognition, by way of long service awards. Marine Rescue has
only been in existence for eighteen months, but the
management decided that its system of long service awards will
include the time served in the original three volunteer
organisations (RVCP, AVCG and VRA). The awards recognise
service in 10-year increments and the first of these medals
became available last month.”
Jill was an inaugural member of Royal Volunteer Coastal Patrol
with Hawkesbury Division in 1985. She trained as a radio
operator and rescue crew. The award made Jill and Barry, her
husband of forty-seven years and fellow volunteer, very proud.
Her first operational duty was at the finish area of the 1985
Hawkesbury Canoe Classic. That year, due to exceptionally
poor weather conditions, Camelot, the vessel on which Jill was
crew, conducted ten assists in ten hours, including several
searches. Jill’s talents in ground maintenance and the painting
of vessels and buildings have been appreciated during the years
that followed.
We regret to report that Jill is now in the Pittwood Nursing
Home (Presbyterian Aged Care) bravely dealing with incurable
cancer and we wish her well on her journey.
Kenneth Anthonisz
PR Officer Hawkesbury
SOUNDINGS MARINE RESCUE NSW Issue 7 - June 2011
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Roseville Bridge
MARINA
rosevillemarina@bigpond.com
Roseville Bridge Marina itself is surrounded
by bushland and parks, a very picturesque and
tranquil location just a few minutes from the hustle
and bustle of the busy north-side of the city.
The marina itself offers fuel and bags of ice to purchase.
Everything you need for a delightful cruise.
An inclinator is there for your convenience
to ease you down to the marina.
The café ECHO on the marina
will also tantalize your taste buds.

15 Normac Street, Roseville NSW 2069

Ph: 02 9417 8222
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Busy Days on the Camden Haven
We knew that the Easter
holiday period was soon to
be upon us as a number of
visiting vessels had arrived
in the area up to a week
prior.
On April 15 at 0900 hours, duty
radio operator Kathy Fry
received a call from a local
fishing vessel CH 39. The
skipper reported engine
problems. Kathy obtained a
position and notified the rostered
boat crew, Terry Sturgeon and
Ken Smith, to prepare Rescue 2
for launching. At 0913 hours the
skipper of CH39 again contacted
Laurieton Base to advise he was
motoring, although very slowly,
towards the entrance of the
Camden Haven River, 2km east of
the bar.

(Above) Rescue 2
(Right) SES boat towing the
runabout on Wallis Lake

He was advised that Rescue 2 was being launched and he
then requested assistance be given to cross the bar. Marine
Area Command tasked Rescue 2 to assist. By 0946 CH39
was under tow, safely over the bar and heading to the
launching ramp.
On April 21, at 0630, the night shift radio operator Ron
Neville noticed a large log wedged under the Marine Rescue
jetty and protruding over the launching ramp for Rescue 2.
There was no danger to the public and with vessels wishing
to log on, action was delayed until 0700 when John Mason
arrived to take over the morning radio shift. Ron contacted
skipper Ken Rutledge and crew member Alan Stuart for help
to remove and secure the log to a safe position parallel to the
jetty. It was only then that the size of the log was realised. It had
its main roots attached and its length was approximately 30ft
with a diameter at the base of about 18 inches.
Maritime NSW in Port Macquarie was advised of the hazard
and a request made that it be removed.
At 0800, Radio Officer John Mason received a phone call from
a vessel requiring assistance on Watson Taylor Lake. Its skipper
reported that the battery was flat and he was unable to start the
motor. Ken Rutledge and Alan Stuart were advised of the
situation and made a decision to use the SES flood boat to tow
the vessel.
At 0825 John received another call for help, this time call from
fishing vessel CH 66 advising of trouble and having no electrics
to the motor. Ken and Alan were still preparing the SES Boat
and its tow vehicle. They were told about CH 66 requiring
assistance; its position was approx 10k east of the entrance to
the Camden Haven River.
Ken and Alan returned to the Rescue Base with the SES Boat
and prepared Rescue 2 for launching, assisted by trainee crew
member Frank White. John Mason contacted the skipper of the
vessel in Watson Taylor Lake and advised him to drop anchor
and wait as there was a vessel at sea in trouble and that took
priority as lives could be at risk.
At 0914 Rescue 2 contacted Laurieton Base, the vessel had been
located and was under tow and they were heading to the Camden
Haven River. By 0946 they were safely over the bar and on the

The Log awaiting removal

way to North Haven ramp. Rescue 2 was cleaned, refuelled and
back in the shed by 1030.
At 1040 assistance for the vessel waiting in Watson Taylor Lake
was resumed using the SES vessel and it too was returned to the
launch ramp at North Haven. By 1130 SES 390 was returned to
SES and stored. It was a busy day on the Camden Haven.
Ron Neville
PR Officer Camden Haven
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Youngest volunteer hits the high seas
In April this year 16-year-old volunteer Jessica
Lighton from Nelson Bay completed her probation
and training to become the state's youngest full
member of Marine Rescue NSW.
As a member of Port Stephens Unit, Jessica has already taken
part in nine marine emergency search and rescue missions, each
involving a boat with engine failure that required towing.
“So far my favourite role is radio operator,” Jessica said. “I
explain to the caller where we are and what we plan to do and I
keep in touch with base, advising them what’s happening. Deck
and tow work is also exciting, as that’s closer to the action.”
According to Jessica, it was her father Ron Lighton, a senior
member of Port Stephens Unit, who inspired her interest in
boating at a young age. “Dad would come home from his
volunteer marine rescue duties every Saturday with exciting
stories of the rescues he’d performed,” Jessica said. “I was
itching to get out there myself. I love being on the water and I
love helping people, so Marine Rescue seemed like a logical
step.”
Since completing a six-month probation period, Jessica is now
trained in essential Marine Rescue NSW protocol. Training
modules included advanced boat handling and proficiency, radio
operations, navigation and meteorology, first aid, emergency
response and management. This accredited training is free to all
Marine Rescue volunteers.

16

Jessica at the radio desk aboard the ‘Danial Thain’ at Port Stephens

“Many elements of the training will help me in the future, in
whatever career I choose,” Jessica said. “For now, I really enjoy
my time on the boat each week. In the morning you have no idea
what you will be doing for the day, then a call comes in from
someone needing help and its all systems go.”
Ken McManus
PR & Media Officer - MRNSW

SOUNDINGS MARINE RESCUE NSW Issue 7 - June 2011

Soundings Issue7 Jun11:Layout 1 1/06/11 10:22 AM Page 17

Planning well
advanced for SIBS

new new
w new new

SIBS, in case you don’t recognise the initials, stands
for Sydney International Boat Show and although it
may seem to be some distance into the future,
planning for the exhibition is well advanced. The
2011 show is scheduled for five excitement packed
days, July 28 – August 1 and that’s not too far away.
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As usual, Australia’s largest recreational boating extravaganza
will make its home at its now traditional venue, Darling
Harbour, which has played host to the show for the past twenty
two years.
The cavernous halls of the Darling Harbour Exhibition Centre
will be packed with millions of dollars worth of boats, engines,
marine electronics, fishing tackle, scuba and water ski
equipment and every type of boating accessory imaginable.
Virtually alongside the centre, the Cockle Bay Marina will
again be a show highlight with everything from sleek sport
boats to world-circling mega yachts on display on the largest
floating marina to feature at an Australian boat show.
The Sydney International Boat Show is organised by the
Boating Industry Association (BIA) of NSW and is claimed to
be the nation’s leading recreational boating exhibition.
In excess of 350 exhibitors, including Marine Rescue NSW,
will be on hand to display their products and their services to an
estimated 80,000 plus show visitors.
Marine Rescue NSW (picture above from 2010 SIBS stand)
will again be part of the extensive Maritime Precinct together
with NSW Maritime and key boating service agencies. A large
number of volunteers will be there over the duration of the
show to provide boating safety information and tell visitors
about the Marine Rescue Safety Net that provides radio
communications, education and, if needed, search and rescue
services for the recreational boating community.

From

$29.95
sand proof, shock resistant, anti vibration
takes great shots and it ﬂoats!

Stay connected while you’re out
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The BIA will follow its tried and true show format of offering
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can check out all the new products at one single venue while
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Novocastrian News
Newcastle Unit continues to be extremely busy with
one of its most recent activities being radio services
for the Cruising Yacht Club’s Sydney to Newcastle
Race in April. Conditions were ideal and it was a
close finish for all yachts taking part.
Newcastle assisted by carrying out HF radio checks for all
participating yachts in the days before the start and then
monitoring the regular radio skeds with Race Control.
A regular stream of vessels continues to log on when visiting the
Newcastle Cruising Yacht Club Marina and we are using the
Marine Rescue Electronic Offshore Tracking System to monitor
their movements. This activity is in addition to the usual regular
radio traffic from local small craft.

Newcastle 10 was
recently taken by Lake
Our rescue vessel, Newcastle 10, and its crew worked with NSW Macquarie members to
Maritime over the weekend of April 30 and May 1 during the
Lake Macquarie, where
running of the Australian Offshore Power Boat Races (Power
it was slipped on that
boats pictured right) held off Newcastle. This is an annual event Unit’s slipway. Motors
and the Unit has been involved in the event for several years. It is were serviced and
a proven and worthwhile training exercise for our crews.
anodes replaced. Our
Members continue to be engaged in fund raising activities as well sincere thanks to the Lake Mac members for their solid support
and assistance with training for the Newcastle members.
as maintenance of our listed Heritage building. Newcastle City
Council is due to carry out an inspection soon and it is expected Newcastle Unit monitored the recent May Day call by a trawler
that considerable repairs to and maintenance of the building will off Terrigal. Records were made of all communications between
needed in the near future.
the trawler and the oil tanker that took the trawler’s crew onboard
before it was abandoned. All information was relayed to
A Medical Emergency alarm system is in the process of being
installed in the Base as support for the duty operator, as the Unit Newcastle Water Police.
is sometimes manned by a single radio operator.
John McCarlie
Newcastle

Going above and beyond the call of service
Some of New South Wales’ most important service organisations are
joining forces to save even more lives this winter.
Already recognised as people that help save lives in times of emergency,
NSW service organisations including Marine Rescue NSW, Ambulance
Service of NSW, NSW State Emergency Services (SES), NSW Police Force, NSW Fire and Rescue as
well as the NSW Rural Fire Service (RFS) are encouraging staff to roll up their sleeves from 1st July –
31st August and get involved in the 2011 Services Winter Blood Drive.
“Winter is a challenging time for the Blood Service as regular donors are unable to donate due to winter
colds and flus” said Blood Service NSW/ACT Operations Manager Garry Wolfe.
“Australia needs more blood donors and currently relies on a small number of regular donors to sustain
the blood supply – when these donors are unwell, we need to call on extra support to meet demand.” Mr
Wolfe continued.
“The support of these organisations over such a critical time enables the
Going
above
Blood Service to continue to meet the demand for patients
who rely
on
regular treatments of blood and blood products.”

and beyond the call of servi

The Australian community requires over 27,000 blood donations each
week to provide enough blood and blood products not only to trauma
patients but to those in hospital including people with cancer, those
undergoing surgery, as well as new born babies and mums. 1 in 3 people
will need blood during their lifetime, but only 1 in 30 currently donates.
For further information email nswinfo@redcrossblood.org.au. To make an When Tanner was seven months old he was
diagnosed with leukaemia. Thanks to the life-saving
appointment during the Services Winter Blood Drive at your nearest
donated blood he received during his treatment
Blood Donor Centre call 13 14 95 or visit www.donateblood.com.au.
he is now a happy, fun-loving boy.
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First Aid Emergencies for Cottage Point
Marine Rescue vessels are often the first responders
to incidents and accidents on the waterways. This is
particularly the case in areas where road access is
poor, as in the popular National Park-fringed waters
of Broken Bay.
On Saturday May 7 Cottage Point Unit was kept busy with two
serious medical emergencies. The first incident involved a man
who had suffered a deep (3cm) slice in his ear while climbing
from his dinghy on to his cruiser. Water Police tasked CP20
which rushed to the scene where the badly bleeding man was
transferred to the rescue vessel. His wound was bandaged and he
was taken to an ambulance waiting at Cottage Point.
The second, a more serious incident, involved a young man who
had been injured in an accident on a houseboat. Initial response
to the scene was hampered by the confusing messages from the
houseboat radio and the desperate caller’s lack of any clear idea
where the houseboat was located. The Cottage Point radio
operator was finally able to calm the caller and obtain sufficient
clues to identify the location and CP 30 was despatched..
On arrival, the team found a 27-year old man, with a deep
wound to his forehead, as well as obvious face and jaw injuries.
He was barely conscious and in considerable pain. His friends
advised that the man had misjudged a dive from the top deck of
the houseboat and struck his head heavily on the vessel’s
outboard engine cover and fibreglass propeller guard. They had
pulled their friend from the water, but were unable to assist as
they had little first aid training or experience.
The Cottage Point team assessed that the patient had obvious
deep head and facial wounds with a probable broken jaw and
broken ribs. Given the force of the impact, there was also a
possibility of other internal injuries and lung damage. A neck
brace was fitted before the crew carefully moved the patient to
CP 30 where he was placed on oxygen therapy. A quick passage
was made to nearby Parsley Bay where Marine Rescue
Hawkesbury had arranged for an ambulance to meet CP 30.
Given the seriousness of his injuries, the ambulance officers
treated the patient onboard CP 30 for some time before
transferring him to the ambulance. They confirmed the likely
injuries and praised the Cottage Point team’s careful and skilful
patient management.

The Cottage Point crew attending the patient onboard ‘CP 30’.

Unit Commander David White was also full of praise for the boat
crew, John Bensley, Paul Millar, Luke Andrews and Luke
Hogarth, all of whom performed with great professionalism. The
empathy from John Bensley was particularly noteworthy in
keeping the injured patient calm and comforted throughout.
The following day there was an update about both patients. The
man with the lacerated ear was released from hospital early on
Sunday morning, and returned to his vessel to enjoy the day on
the water with his friends. The more seriously injured patient
remained in North Shore Hospital with a badly broken jaw,
missing teeth, broken ribs, punctured lung, and concussion. He
suffered no neck or spinal injuries.
Despite the seriousness of his fall, Incidents such as this
demonstrate the importance of having well-trained and equipped
Marine Rescue crews and vessels available for emergencies on
the waterways. Rob Stokes MP, Member for Pittwater wrote to
the Unit thanking them for undertaking the medical assists on
May 7, further he mentioned the incident in Parliament.
Cmdr David White
Cottage Point

Runabout in trouble in Jervis Bay
On Sunday March 6, radio watch keepers Bruce
Mitchell and David Binns were on duty at our
Huskisson Radio Base when they received a call for
help on 27MHz Channel 88.
The skipper indicated that he was in need of assistance as the
engine was overheating and could be damaged if left running.
The skipper is a MRSS member and had ‘Logged On’ when
departing Huskisson.

of Colin Woods had only a
rough location of the vessel’s
position, so the base radio
operator contacted the skipper
by mobile phone asking if he
could see the orange flybridge of the Colin Woods
heading his way. At the radio
base David Binns stayed on
Ron Hanson feeds out the tow line
the phone while maintaining
radio contact and with the link between phone and radio, as able
to guide the rescue vessel to the location.

A tow was organised as the Bay was not desirable place to be
should the weather change. The rescue vessel, Colin Woods,
was on standby. The Woods swung into action and left its
mooring in search of the disabled vessel. The skipper lost use of
his radio but made contact again using his mobile phone.

After taking the vessel in tow, Colin Woods took the vessel
safely back to Woolamia boat ramp in Currembene Creek.

There were quite a few boats out in the Bay fishing and most
seemed to fit the description of the vessel in trouble. The skipper

Lester Shute
PR Officer
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The Members of Lake Macquarie Unit who received their 5-year Service Pins from Hunter Region Coordinator Neil Grieves on April 19.

The work of Marine Rescue was acknowledged in the NSW
Parliament by Rob Stokes MP, in particular the Cottage Point
Unit’s First Aid Emergency on May 7.
(See story page 19)

Port Stephens members enjoying a break during the
RFS refresher course
(See story page 31)

20

Central Coast Unit Skipper Terry Reynolds had a dolphin as a guide
for rescue vessel, ‘Gosford 20’ as the vessel approached the Little
Box Head Bar from Broken Bay.
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Ron Bolger, Camden Haven busy during the
‘La Contessa’ incident.
(See story page 27)

Rotary Club of Gosford President Terry Devine (left) with Rotarian Peter Medicott, Central
Coast UC Ian Gallard, and ‘Quiet Achiever’ Awardees, Peter Ashworth and Norm Smith.

Deputy UC Keven Marshall with Gail Musker (seated) and Sue
Adair at the Ulladulla Golf Day information stall.

(Above) Sapphire 3, Merimbula Unit’s
purpose built RIB Rescue Vessel.
The vessel is powered by two Yamaha
F250B outboards with counter rotating
propellers.
Top speed is 44 knots, the cruising speed
is 22-30 knots. The vessel carries 530 litres
fuel and burns 63 litres per hour at speed.
Endurance is 8.5 hours.
Electronics are by Furuno and include
radar and FLIR.
First Aid equipment on board includes a
defibrillator
At the Commissioning of Merimbula’s Sapphire 3, (L/R) DC Heinz Mueller, UC Barry
Harrison, Stephen Plummer from builder Woody Marine and Commissioner Glenn Finniss.
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Head Set Safety Helmets for Merimbula
Marine Rescue Merimbula has taken delivery of the
latest in safety helmets for its rescue vessel crew.
The Gecko Marine Safety Helmet (GMSH) has a unique Kevlar
fibreglass construction that provides protection and a lightweight
grooved design that gives excellent strength to weight ratio. The
helmet also features an oral valve for the wearer to inflate or
deflate the inner liner to achieve comfortable fit for the user's
head size.
The visor is specific to the helmet and manufactured from Lexan
Polycarbonate to meet the highest impact requirement. Its good
optical qualities allow full peripheral vision and permit the
wearing of spectacles or sunglasses. The helmets feature the
Gecko PTT [Press to Transmit] Marine Communications System
and combine head protection with the ability for all crew
members on board to communicate with the vessel’s coxswain
via the waterproof VHF radio connected to each helmet.
Radio Officer Ted Young looked on as Merimbula members Rob
Alan Grange
Bayliss and Alan Grange tested the new safety helmets on a
expressed his
recent training exercise.
thanks on
Alan Grange said, “The helmets are very comfortable and feature behalf of the
the latest in two-way VHF headset communications providing
Marine Rescue
crew members with a greater level of safety.”
crew to the
Alan Grange and Ted Young in helmets
Lions Club of
Ted Young said, “The level and quality of communications
Merimbula
for
between rear deck crew and the helm station has dramatically
assistance in funding the new safety helmets.
improved when using the helmets. It is a pleasure to be a team
member on our magnificent rescue vessel.”
Cmdr Barry Harrison
Merimbula

its

The smart way to go boating
Book your boat in for a check-up today
to help keep you and the crew safe on the water.
Proudly supported by Marine Rescue NSW
“73% of MRNSW rescues are because of
engine failure. The 50 Point Safety Check
is a great way to avoid being part of this
statistic.”
Glenn Finniss
Commissioner,
Marine Rescue NSW

Boating Industry Association

Visit www.50pointcheck.com.au or call (02) 9438 2077 for nearest qualiﬁed technician
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Observations from
Forster Tuncurry
February through April was relatively quiet at the
Forster Tuncurry Unit with just seventeen assists.

We are pleased to support the
efforts of the members of the

Marine Rescue
NSW
and to show our appreciation
for their help by offering:
Unit membership is slowly increasing with the current total120
volunteers. One pleasing aspect is that we are addressing the
gender balance with two new female members.
The Unit was involved in a total of seventeen assists with eight
offshore and nine on Wallis Lake. Most were simple tows
except for two that involved vessels running aground; one was
in the lake where our Category 2 boat had to be called to tow
the vessel free. The other involved a vessel that missed the port
channel marker and ran aground at the entrance of Cape Hawke
Harbour. Again our bigger Category 2 boat was required to tow
the vessel free.

20%
DISCOUNT
For all members

In February we were involved in a local Volunteer Emergency
Services Multi-Agency exercise initiated by Inspector Neil
Stephens of the NSW Police at Forster. Agencies involved were
Water Police, Local Area Police, SES, RFS and Marine Rescue.
The exercise involved evacuating Wallis Island on Wallis Lake
due to a “bushfire”. (Story p25) The exercise was voted a
success and decided that more exercises should be planned.

SKIPPER A CLIPPER

Fund raising has been very successful, with our monthly
Tuncurry Markets, Petrol Raffles and a Bunnings BBQ during
March. We manned the entry gates at the local Tuncurry horse
races ($300), ran a daily BBQ during the week-long Forster
Fishing Competition ($2,800), room rental and catering raised
$740 and a St Patricks Day outing brought in $275. Easter
Saturday coincided with the monthly Markets and saw a record
crowd attend, and so we made a record profit of over $5,000.

1710 Pittwater Road
Bayview NSW 2104
Tel: 02 99796188
www.skipperaclipper.com.au

Power boats
Yachts • Catamarans

On Thursday April 28, fifteen members visited the Steber
factory at Taree. Steber is providing Marine Rescue with
several 38ft Rescue boats. Alan Steber, after explaining the
history of Steber, hosted a tour of the factory. There were four
boats in various stages nearing completion. Only needing the
electronics installed, was Shoalhaven’s new 38ft vessel, SA 30,
which has now been launched and. Is undergoing sea trials. If
any Marine Rescue member is visiting Taree or travelling
though Taree I can highly recommend a visit to Steber. I am
sure that if they contact Alan Steber he would be only too
happy to show them around.
Commander Dennis Travers
Forster Tuncurry
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Lake Macquarie holds elections
Marine Rescue Lake Macquarie held elections for
Unit Commander and Deputy Unit Commander on
March 15. Jim Wright was elected as Unit
Commander and John Hatton as Deputy Unit
Commander.
A new Executive and new Officers’ team is now in place as well.
Now that elections are completed, the Unit has totally combined
its operations with the Swansea Unit and the integrated group is
settling into the daily business of assisting the boating public.
Recently two new Mercury 200 hp motors were fitted to Lake
Macquarie 20. With help from Britton Marine, Mercury
Australia and Marine Rescue NSW they were purchased at a
very affordable rate. After all the TLC this vessel has received
over the past few months, she is now in first class order again.
In April a crew assisted with a missing person search that was
coordinated by the Police, together with Police Rescue and the
The Lake Macquarie Fund raising team at Boatfest in Toronto
SES. A man was missing from his home at Gwandalan. The crew
on Lake Macquarie 11 were initially tasked to conduct an onOn April 19, a number of members of Lake Macquarie Unit were
water foreshore search from Gwandalan Lions Park south to the presented with five year service pins by Hunter Region
limit of navigation and then north to Nords Wharf.
Coordinator, Neil Grieves. This was our first presentation
acknowledging membership under Marine Rescue NSW and we
This search was unsuccessful and the crew was then asked to
take Police Officers to investigate an abandoned car that the crew hope many more will follow.
had seen. It was interesting watching the policemen fitting
Finally, over Easter our dedicated fundraisers were present at
lifejackets over their already bulky equipment vests. Lake
Boatfest in Toronto, where they sold raffle tickets to raise much
Macquarie 11 then searched to Point Wolstoncroft from
needed funds.
Diamond Drill Point north along the foreshore and then south to
Martine Tylee
Summerland Point. The search was again unsuccessful and the
PR Officer Lake Macquarie
crew was stood-down to return to base.
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Multi-Agency Exercise
for Great Lakes
Emergency Services

Proud to support Marine Rescue NSW

BERTH YOUR BOAT
on the HAWKESBURY

On Saturday February 19 Great Lakes volunteer
emergency service agencies, in conjunction with
NSW Police, undertook an exercise on Wallis Lake
at Forster.
Inspector Neil Stephens (Forster Police) initiated the exercise.
He was present, along with Inspector Tony Power (Forster
Police), Sgt Tony Hill (MAC Sydney Search and Rescue), Sgt
Peter Davidson (DEMO Mid North Coast), Linda Jones
(Regional Coordinator Marine Rescue Mid North Coast), Sgt
Tony Hogg (MAC Port Stephens) with a Water Police Vessel
and crew, Cec Miller (Chief Fire Officer RFS) with fire barge
and crew from RFS, Larry Thompson (SES Controller) with
boat and crew from SES, Dennis Travers (Unit Commander
Marine Rescue Forster Tuncurry), Bill Hansen (Deputy Unit
Commander Marine Rescue Forster Tuncurry) with boat crews
from Marine Rescue.
The exercise was under the control of Sgt Tony Hill. It
commenced at the Marine Rescue Forster Tuncurry Base with
a round table discussion to explain the exercise and the
procedures to be followed during the exercise.

•
•
•
•

Power & water to berths • Slipway to 20 tons
Mechanic & Shipwright on site
Moorings available with dinghy storage
Launching ramp • Lock up car parking

SANDBROOK INLET Brooklyn
MARINA
9985 5500

The scenario was that due to a bushfire, Wallis Island on
Wallis Lake had to be evacuated. There were twelve local
residents plus an engagement party of eighteen on the Island.
Discussion then followed on what resources were needed and
available, where the evacuation would take place and where
the evacuees would be taken.
It was decided that the two Marine Rescue boats, the SES boat
and the RFS Fire Barge would proceed to the Airstrip Wharf
on Wallis Island, evacuate the people from the Island and take
them to the floating pontoon near Boatlands at Tuncurry.
The vessels then proceeded to Wallis Island, where on arrival
each boat was faced with an extra task; to move an injured
person (broken leg) from the island, place them on the boat and
then remove them from the boat. The procedure at the wharf
was under the control of Tony Power with other Police/Water
Police officers observing. After each boat had completed the
task with the injured person it proceeded to Boatlands and then
returned to Marine Rescue Base for a debrief and a BBQ
lunch.
All involved agreed that the exercise was very successful and
showed what the various agencies can achieve when working
together. It was also suggested that these exercise should be
run on a regular basis.

Hunts Marine is the largest supplier of genuine spare
parts for Yamaha, Johnson, Mercury, Mariner and
Mercruiser in Australia. All trade and retail enquiries
welcome. Fast, reliable overnight delivery.
Hunts Marine’s huge boating accessory supermarket
has a great range of electronics, safety gear, deck
hardware, sail fittings, trailer parts, polishes,
ropes, paints and more.
If you can’t come in, visit us online at
www.huntsmarine.com.au

Sydney
BLAKEHURST: OPEN 7 DAYS
Showroom, Accessories and
Administration
629 Princes Hwy Blakehurst 2221
Phone: 9546 1324 Fax: 9546 7737
CARLTON: OPEN 6 DAYS
Spare Parts and Service
259 West Street Carlton 2218
Phone: 9546 1324 Fax: 9547 1666

SOS Marine
is a unique Australian
manufacturing company
providing custom-made
lifejackets and rescue equipment
certified to the latest ISO 12402
requirements.
Over the past thirty years, SOS Marine has established a
reputation for designing innovative equipment, patented
designs, to improve productivity and enhance health & safety
capabilities for maritime safety.
(See advertisement on Inside front cover)

Looking for cheap spare
parts and accessories?

Wollongong
CORRIMAL: OPEN 6 DAYS
Showroom and Workshop
434 Princes Hwy Corrimal 2518
Phone: 4284 0444 Fax: 4284 3585
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Changes to Broken Bay Ops hours and training
The last three months have seen an increase in the
number of assists by Broken Bay Unit. Compared to
the same period last year the increase is 180%.
This is clear demonstration of the success achieved through
changes in the Unit’s operating hours, the increased coverage
provided to the boating community and a closer relationship that
has been developed with Broken Bay Water Police. Mid-way
through 2010 we added Friday and Wednesdays to our duty days.
We also instigated a 24-hour call out program that enables us to
have our major vessel under way within thirty minutes of
receiving a call from Marine Area Command (MAC) tasking us
for a job.
The Unit set new operational standards during the January to
Training in progress, Michael Dunn in doorway, John Duniam
seated and Alan Turner-Morris
April period. The statistics show 57 assists, 349 rescue vessel
hours steamed, and 9,736 hours of volunteer time. At a estimated to accreditation. This programme will be refined but in general
value of $30 per hour for the professional skills involved, that
we will see its benefits when members move to new skill levels.
represents oan estimated $290,000 in value to our community.
The Unit has been successful with its application for two State
Along with the increased in assists, there has also been an
Government grants. One was for the upgrade of the base training
increase in membership applications. We have revised the intake area and the other to install a wharf for our vessels. At the time
system and started a Probation Watch. The first group of new
of writing we are still waiting on Pittwater Council to decide if a
members to go through the program has now been assimilated
DA is required for the construction of the wharf.
into the normal watch routines and there is a second group about
The Unit’s current sound financial situation is due to the efforts
two-thirds of the way to qualifying as MR Crew. We expect to
introduce a third group to the program in July, so by year end we of the fund raising team in particular, Michael Charlton, who
secured two substantial donations. Long term, will explore every
will have put thirty plus new members through our Probation
opportunity
to raise funds to help secure the Unit’s financial
Watch program.
future and achieve the goals of our business plan.
Further, we have started a pre-assessment program for Coxswain
Alan Turner-Morris
Level 2 and Level 3 and we thank Tom Hughes for the time he
put into getting the first group of candidates successfully through PR Officer Broken Bay

Help

our injured wildlife

Every year thousands of marine birds and
animals are injured by plastic bags,
fishing line, hooks and sinkers.
If you see an injured bird or marine
animal please call WIRES on
13000 WIRES or Australian
Seabird Rescue on
0428 862 852.

Donate to WIRES at www.wires.org.au
or to Australian Seabird Rescue at www.seabirdrescue.org.
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‘La Contessa’ rescued by Camden Haven
At 2300 hours on Tuesday March 8, Ron Bolger, duty
radio operator at Camden Haven, received a phone
call from Dave, the duty operator at Port Macquarie.
A south-bound yacht, heading for Port Stephens, had
made contact and was having problems with its sail
rigging and its engine.
Assistance was not required but help could be needed later. The
yacht’s position was given Lat 31.41.6 S, Long 152.58.9 E. At
2320 Ron received a phone call from Insp. Clinton Martin of
Sydney Water Police, advising that that the yacht La Contessa, a
12.0m ketch, was in difficulties and required a tow. Its Skipper
Tom Nelson was the only person on board and was reported to
be suffering chest pain, dizziness and requiring medical
assistance.
Ron immediately called out the rostered Skipper, Steve Barnard,
and the crew Keith Charman, Ken Rutledge and Charlie
Snudden for the Camden Haven rescue boat Rescue 2.
Ken made contact with La Contessa by mobile phone as the
radios were below deck and Skipper Tom was not prepared to
leave the helm due to his rigging problems and health concerns.
Tom told Ken that he had left Coffs Harbour earlier in the day
and had intended to head in to Port Macquarie to stay the night,
but the conditions did not suit him so he decided to go through
the night to Port Stephens.
It was agreed with Tom that all contact would be made between
the boats by mobile phone as far as possible. He gave his current
position at 31.49.19 S, 152.55.086 E. At 0010 Wednesday
March 9, Rescue 2 left Camden Haven and headed out to sea, on
course for La Contessa’s last reported position. When Rescue 2
was out past the headland Ken rang Tom to inform him we were
on the way and were travelling at around 16 knots with around
13nm to reach La Contessa.
Tom then told us
that his headsail
was wrapped
around the
forestay and he
was unable to
change course
back towards us.
His yacht was on
a heading of 195
to 200 deg and
sailing at about 6
knots. This meant
he was heading
south away from
us. This
information was
passed on to the
base and to VKG.

‘La Contessa’ safe at the dock in Port Macquarie

Camden Haven. La Contessa’s position then was 31.57.00 S,
152.52.45 E. At 0240 we had all secure and commenced the
tow, a distance of 20 nm that we estimated would take around 45 hours. Steve took over the helm as Keith was in need of a
break.
We now had radio contact with the yacht with Charlie on board.
The trip was fairly standard although long and tiring for us all.
We had several welfare calls from VKG and continued calls
back to base by phone and radio.

Tom Nelson Skipper of ‘La Contessa’

At 0116 Rescue 2
reached Tom’s original position and contacted him for his
current position. He was approximately 6 nm south. At 0200
Tom rang to say he could see our search light and blue strobe
light coming up on his stern. We asked him to use his torch to
signal his position for us as his stern navigation light was very
low and hard to see.
At 0217 we had La Contessa alongside and we transferred
Charlie onboard to check Tom out and assist him to unwrap the
tangled headsail and fix the towing bridle for the tow back to

We have a “safe south” mark entered on our GPS that is a must
to use for this type of job. We navigated to this mark and then to
a further “safe north” mark that gives a good view of the leads to
enter the river. Ken took over the helm and at 0600 Rescue 2
crossed the bar and entered the river with daylight just breaking.
We towed the yacht in to the Laurieton United Services wharf
where an ambulance was waiting to take Tom off to hospital.
At 0700 Rescue 2 logged off. The boat crew was glad to head
home for a deserved rest. Around midday Tom was released
from hospital with an ‘all clear’. After a couple of days’ rest he
left Camden Haven on Friday March 11 to continue south to
Lake Macquarie and home.
Ken Rutledge
Camden Haven.
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Suppliers of:
Handheld Marine Radios, Mobile Marine Radios,
Base Radios, Repeaters, Antennas & Cabling, Mast,
Tower & Rigging

(02) 4355 1599
www.karera.com

sales@karera.com

PROUD TO SUPPORT MARINE RESCUE NEW SOUTH WALES
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Terrey Hills Roundup
As the weather starts to cool down the pace of operations
at Terrey Hills has become a little less frenetic, with the
Easter Break being a notable exception.
When winter arrives, there is more time for training and the
first batch of trainees is already undergoing Induction, Marine
Radio Operators Certificate of Proficiency and First Aid.
 
Several members have now qualified as SAR Watch Officers
and Deputy Commander Andrew Topp has recently qualified as
a SAR Officer.
While the pace has slowed somewhat this hasn’t meant that
incidents offshore have ceased to occur. On April 7, John
Henson and John Woudstra were alerted to a very weak distress
signal from a vessel approximately forty nautical miles
northeast of Barrenjoey.
A long line fishing vessel was rapidly taking water and its crew
was preparing for the worst. After relaying the distress signal, a
tanker advised it was only five nautical miles away and would
make for the scene. Shortly afterwards the tanker was able to
lower one of its lifeboats and the long liner’s crew was taken
off the stricken vessel, uninjured and dry.
The crew was taken to a point just off Sydney Heads where a
transfer was made to a Marine Area Command (MAC) vessel
and then they headed for shore. Throughout the initial rescue
phase, Terrey Hills was able to keep the rescue coordinator at
MAC abreast of developments and to relay information via
VHF radio.

National Search and Rescue Award 2011
 

 

Do
  you know a Hero?
They are out there and usually shy away from
the limelight – ordinary people who do an
extraordinary job or perform an extraordinary
act of service to save human life.
The National Search and Rescue Council is
calling for nominations for the prestigious
2011 National Search and Rescue Award.
First presented in 1996, the award has been
received by rescue crews who have been
directly involved in search and rescue
incidents and, as in the case of 2010
winners, David Dodge and Bob Kent. David
Dodge is a member of the Fire and
Emergency Services Authority of Western
Australia and Bob Kent is the owner-operator
of Esperance's Helitours. Bob and David were
sent to the aid of a father and son who were
in distress following the sinking of their boat
off the coast of Esperance, WA.
The award is open to both individuals and
organisations that have demonstrated an
outstanding contribution to Australia’s search
and rescue system or to the saving of human
life.

Terrey Hills visitors on the dock at Cottage Point ready for their
familiarisation exercise on the water with hosts Cottage Point.

In April, several Terrey Hills members accepted the kind
invitation of Cottage Point Unit to spend a day on the water to
familiarize themselves with the duties and conditions
experienced by boat crews.
Coincidentally this proved to be a particularly eventful day for
Cottage Point and their visitors, with the Unit responding to
five incidents. All members attending thoroughly enjoyed their
day and were very grateful for the opportunity it afforded.
While the slowing of radio traffic over winter changes the
Terrey Hills unit’s focus to training and maintenance, its radio
operators continue to provide Marine Rescue Sydney’s around
the clock, 24/7 service to the boating public.
Simon Denneen
PR Officer Terrey Hills

From left to right: Mrs Julie Kent, Mr Bob Kent,
Mr David Dodge and Mr George Barnes.

Nominations close 30 July and nominations
forms can be found at
http://natsar.amsa.gov.au/index.asp
For further information, please contact the
National Search and Rescue Council
Secretary, Amanda MacKinnell
on 02 6279 5743.
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CASUAL
MARINA BERTHS
FOR VISITORS

What’s new
at Woolgoolga
At Marine Rescue Woolgoolga the holiday period
was a quiet time for rescues, but very busy for our
members who spent many hours preparing our
replacement tractor to enable it to enter the surf.

Marina berths - right in the heart of Gosford

ON BEAUTIFUL BRISBANE WATER
RIGHT IN THE HEART OF GOSFORD
Book Online: www.vmrcc.org.au

Phone 02 4325 7929
MARINE RESCUE NSW
Central Coast

ABN 98 138 078 092

Buying a boat
second-hand?
  ƤǨ
It could save you buying someone else’s
debt and having it repossessed...

check it online at:
ǤǤǤǤ
or call 13 32 20 Mon to Sat

Both the tractor and the rescue vessel have been re-painted in
the new Marine Rescue corporate livery. The sign writing for
the tractor, vessel and building was completed on March 1 and
the Unit Commander arranged a social BBQ on March 31 to
thank the members for their efforts.
Once the weather cleared and the boating community could
again venture out to sea, the rescues started to roll in. So far this
year we have provided help because of a busted steering cable,
a seized motor, an out-of-fuel and a search for a paraglider who
ditched in the ocean. This turned out to be a large bunch of
helium balloons that decided to descend in the early morning
and startle some beach walkers.
Marine Rescue Woolgoolga extends its thanks to the NRMA
Service Centre and Supa IGA Woolgoolga for the contributions
they have made to help with the upgrading of our building’s
electrical system and the purchasing of two new seats for the
rescue vessel. We participated in the annual Bluewater Free
Divers’ Competition and the organisers, Woolgoolga Curry
Fest, contributed funds to the Unit.
Thanks to the hard working volunteer members who turn up
every month as we continue with the markets that are our main
fundraising activity. The members contribute a lot of their time
and energy raising the funds that keep us on the water for our
community.
Marine Rescue Woolgoolga also has a commenced a Facebook
page, where we endeavour to keep our members and friends up
to date with the latest rescues and events in our area. Find us on
Facebook @ Marine Rescue Woolgoolga
Cmdr John Murray
Marine Rescue Woolgoolga
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RFS refresher
at Port Stephens

PROUD TO SUPPORT THE MARINE RESCUE
NEW SOUTH WALES

During the night hours and on weekends the Radio
Base at Nelson Head monitors RFS radios for the
Shires of Cessnock, Dungog and Port Stephens.

HI-TIDE
AUSTRALIA’S
No.1 FISHING
& BOATING
RADIO
PROGRAM

Kieran Reekie
& Alan Blake
www.2sm.com.au/hitide.html

This involves receiving the initial call from NSW Fire
Command, alerting the appropriate brigade(s) with a pager
system, then communicating, monitoring and recording the
radio traffic from the attending units, as well as alerting Police,
Ambulance and other authorities such as State Electricity,
Water Authorities or Councils if required. This depends on the
type of incident and what is required by those on the scene. The
calls range from false alarms, garbage bins alight, bush fires,
house fires, motor accidents, in fact any task that involves your
local RFS unit.

Kieran Reekie
and
Alan Blake
know
everything
there is to
know about
how to snare
the catch of
the day.

From 4am
Saturdays and Sundays

All paperwork is or could be the subject of a Coronial Inquiry.
All records are therefore legal documents, so we must at all
times be as accurate as we can. From time to time the RFS
updates us on any errors or areas to improve and also to inform
us of the latest innovations.
On Saturday May 21, such a refresher was held at our Base and
forty-one MR members attended.
During the two-hour session there was plenty of time for people
to ask questions on aspects of the procedures that they needed
clarified. Soldiers Point Brigade also had one of its Fire Trucks
at the Base and it was a chance for all to ask more questions
about this vehicle and its operations, to check out its radios and
controls and some of the other emergency equipment that the
vehicle is required to carry. Naturally, the siren was set off,
(who could resist it) we were just like a bunch of kids!
At the conclusion of the instructional session by the RFS we
took the opportunity to discuss a number of other general
procedures. This included the Electronic Offshore Tracking
System for which a general overview was presented.
A short search and rescue exercise was also presented, so the
morning was packed with valuable instructional material and
well worthwhile for those who attended.
At the conclusion a sausage sizzle was enjoyed by all.
Cmdr Malcolm Milliken
Nelson Bay

www.2sm.com.au/hitide.html
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Survival of the fittest at the Coffs Classic!
The Easter Fishing Classic has come and gone and
this one was very busy. It was survival of the fittest!
The fishermen looked out on their feet, the catch donated to us
was of really high quality (and plenty of it), and our watch
keepers, barbecuers, fish cleaners, raffle ticket sellers, and
auction hands are still recovering. We were really stretched at
times to cover all the duties and activities. But WE DID IT and
our bank balance is now healthier by almost $6800.

Pouring rain drenched those delivering the lots to the buyers until
at last all the fish were sold. A massive $5500 was raised at the
auction. A fantastic effort all round – well done!
Our BBQ at Bunnings continues to be a great source of
fundraising and profile building for the Unit, despite the
lingering smell of onions in our uniforms. The Annual Rotary
Bookfest has once again been run with many hands needed to
transport, set up and pack up the many hundreds of books.

The radio room was frenetic at times, especially on the first day
of competition. Just to give you an idea of the calls during the
three days of the Classic, we handled 677 radio calls, 132 phone
calls, 258 ‘Log-Ons’ involving 829 people on board. No wonder
we felt busy! A big thank you to all our watch keepers, especially
those who stood extra duty to cover the Classic.

With a large influx of new trainees, we have had to limit the
number of prospective new members to ten at any one time, to
ensure our trainers are not over-committed and the trainees get
the best attention. We have run a great many training courses for
our trainees and also for the general boating public.

tirelessly for three days and on the day of the auction the fish
kept coming, and coming, out of the cool room.

Russ Holland
PR Officer Coffs Harbour

Boat Crews too have been busy with a regular training regime in
place. Additionally we have six members completing their
The rescue boat, CR2, only had to venture out once to a vessel
Coxswains course at TAFE. This has been of great benefit to the
that needed a jump start on the Saturday night. Initially, the
weekend’s prospects did not look good for the rescue crew, as on members and in turn for the Unit as a whole. On February 9,
eight crew members undertook a sea survival refresher course.
Thursday evening they were called out for two assists and the
All members performed exceptionally well and had fun doing the
Classic hadn’t even started!
course despite the cold conditions.
The BBQ team slaved long and hard on both Saturday and
Sunday in trying conditions. We thought we would never be able Rescue Boat activities have been surprisingly few, with little
to turn the barbecue off on Sunday as the sudden rain downpour activity in January, just an in-harbour movement of a vessel, and
and cool weather pushed the “hungry” button for those attending several other “false alarms”.
CR2 was used five times during February. She undertook three
the fish auction. The team cooked 300 rissoles and about the
tows and a short search following a report of a yacht seen near
same number of sausages over the two days.
rocks just north of the Harbour. March was the quietest month on
The FISH! There were so many donated by the anglers in the
competition and all were good quality. Our fish cleaners worked record for CR2 with only one tow and one assist.

Sydney's experienced pool builder
with a reputation for excellence in
swimming pool design, installation
and renovations

For a quote today please contact Tony Papageorgiou
on

0406 999 456

Aegean Pools proudly supports Marine Rescue New South Wales only
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Scouts Australia NSW
Level 1, Quad 3
102 Bennelong Rd
Sydney Olympic Park NSW 2127
PO Box 125
Lidcombe NSW 1825
Ph: (02) 9735 9000
Fax: (02) 9735 9001
What is Scouting?
Scouting is a worldwide movement that has shaped the
development of youth and adults for 100 years. Scouts are in
every part of our community, and Scouts is the biggest and
most successful youth organisation in Australia. Nearly
20,000 boys and girls in New South Wales from wide cultural
or religious backgrounds or with an intellectual or physical
disability enjoy an almost unlimited range of activities.
The aim of Scouting is to encourage the physical, intellectual,
social, and spiritual development of young people so they
may play a constructive role in society as responsible citizens
and as members of their local and international communities.
This aim is achieved through a strong and active program that
inspires young people to do their best and to always be
prepared.

Coffs Harbour’s rescue vessel ‘CR2’ rafting up to a vessel to
deliver it to the slipways after Police towed her to the harbour,
damaged and leaking.

No response to flares
On Monday May 23 at 0720 Paul Buckmaster, the
radio operator on duty at the Point Clare Base of
Central Coast Unit received a phone call, ‘Could
we assist a 25’ motor cruiser disabled in Waterfall
Bay, Woy Woy?’
The caller was
relaying a
message for help.
The cruiser’s
radio was not
operational, the
skipper did not
have a mobile
phone and he had
been stranded
since the previous
evening when the
engine had failed. Ken Sharp (foreground) and Paul Buckmaster
VKG tasked the Unit to assist and a crew was called out. Ken
Sharp and Andrew McKellar departed in Gosford 10 to locate
the cruiser and tow it to its berth in Correa Bay.
The skipper, who was alone onboard, spoke of the cold night
and how he had set off three flares during the night trying to
attract attention to his plight and get some help. Sometime after
the rescue, the Base received a radio call from the cruiser’s
skipper. His radio was now operational and he said, ‘I won’t
leave the dock again unless the radio is working.’
Ron Cole
PR Officer Central Coast

Scouting is fun!
Scouting is definitely fun, and it also prepares young people
for life in the adult world by teaching responsibility for their
own actions and progress. These achievements lay a solid
foundation for the success of our future Australian leaders.
But don’t tell the kids they’re learning…they think they’re just
having fun!
No matter the age of the participant, Scouts provides fun and
exciting programs that promote active learning. Whether the
young boys and girls are canoeing, camping, visiting
museums or helping their local community, the activity is sure
to teach them about themselves and the world around them.
Scouting is Adventurous!
Each year, all sections of Scouts learn to share
responsibilities and to live with each other through adventures
set in the outdoors. Camping, abseiling, caving, horseback
riding, fishing, rock climbing and diving are just a few of the
exciting experiences that a Scout may have achieved in his or
her time as a youth member.
Scouting is Challenging!
Scouts challenge their minds as well as their bodies. Not
everyone looks for the outdoor buzz all the time, so Scouts
have challenging activities linked with the internet and
amateur radio, performance arts such as singing, dancing,
and acting and awards linked to citizenship, community
service and personal spiritual development.
Scouting is Commitment!
Scouting makes a direct and positive impact on the
community by teaching positive values and leadership skills
to youth. Every year, Scouts and their leaders contribute
thousands of volunteer hours to their local communities.
Sharing time with the aged in the local community, helping
with Clean Up Australia Day, and planting trees to help rescue
the Murray River are just a few examples of the commitment
Scouts make to their communities.
As a parent of a youth member, you are encouraged to
contribute some of your time to the Group either through
fundraising, working on the Group Committee or assisting
with some of the activities.
For more information, please call 1800 SCOUTS (726887) or
visit www.scouts.com.au
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The Entrance
visits Ulladulla
Networking and IP PABX Specialists

It has been relatively quiet over the past couple of
months with only five rescues undertaken and a
search for a missing yacht that eventually made its
way safely back to its launching point.
During the first week of April, PR Officer Denis O’Mara was
holidaying in and around Ulladulla and took the opportunity to
visit the Marine Rescue Base where he was welcomed by
Wally Laywood, Terry Campion and Gabrielle Boerman.

1300 725 789
www.isage.net.au
t
t
t
t
t
t
t
t

Internet Services
SME Networking
IP PBX Solutions
Audio Visual
ADSL / ADSL 2
SME Networking
Vo i ce o ve r I P
PSTN and Mobiles

iSage ADSL Birthday Special
Our 10th birthday - you receive the gifts!

- ADSL 1500 / 256
- 12 month contract*
- FREE setup ^
- FREE modem
- 20Gb / 5Gb**
- FREE VoIP monthly rental+
- Data metered in only 1 direction
- FREE Backup Dialup
- FREE Anti Virus and Anti Spam ﬁlter

Terry Campion and Gabrielle Boerman onboard the ‘Encounter’

After a quick look around the base, which is in a prime position
overlooking the entrance to Ulladulla Harbour, Denis was
invited to inspect the rescue vessel Encounter. Ulladulla
members are very proud of their deep-sea accredited rescue
vessel and we toured her from bow to stern. This should be a
must for anyone visiting Ulladulla. Call in to have a look at the
Base and inspect Ulladulla’s two vessels, Encounter and the
Shark Cat, Lewis Dunn. It is all very impressive.
Of course, anyone visiting the Central Coast would find a
warm welcome at our Base at North Entrance. So feel free to
drop in any weekend.
Finally, it is with great sadness that we report the recent passing
of Alec Coleman who, after finishing his watch on the Mother’s
Day weekend, had a fall at home and did not recover.
(See In Memoriam P39)

Denis O'Mara.
PR Officer The Entrance

Sydney Volunteers’ Expo

$64.
9
mo 5

+

FREE+
VoIP

* Easy cancellation fee $198 prorata over 12 months + Does not include calls
** Shaped after data cap reached ^ $50 fully refundable security deposit
^^ Total cost over 12 months $779.28
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Broken Bay Unit were invited to attend a “Volunteers Expo” in
Sydney. We took part to show the flag. But were not
anticipating any direct results We were so wrong . Enquiries
were far more than we expected and we gained fifteen potential
members from the event.
Commander Victor Lawrence, Brian Kelly and Alan TurnerMorris were kept very busy, and at one stage had people
queuing to ask questions. It was a very satisfying event and we
look forward to next year.
Alan Turner-Morris
PR Officer Broken Bay
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Yacht capsize
off Coledale
On Thursday May 12, Marine Rescue Port Kembla
members were at the ready room at Wollongong
when, at 1000 hours, they received a call from the
Search and Rescue Coordination Centre "Hill 60".
“Hill 60” had received two separate phone calls advising that
there was a vessel capsized off Coledale and two people were
in the water. The crew sprung into action and put to sea within
ten minutes. Radio Operator Audley Lloyd at "Hill 60" notified
Port Kembla Water Police and VKG. The Westpac Helicopter
from Sydney and the Rescue Helicopter from Albion Park were
activated by the Police.
The immediate task was to find the capsized vessel, as the
location given by the people who phoned was sketchy. The
crew of Wollongong Rescue, Skipper Brian Gripton, Shorty
Mathieson, Ray O'Malley and Unit Commander Peter Purnell
pushed on and first sighted the vessel about three nautical miles
off Austinmer Beach.
The two people from the vessel were clinging to the upturned
tri-hulled yacht. They had been in the water for well over an
hour with a 25-30 knot south westerly wind. The two grateful
survivors were taken on board Wollongong Rescue and
transported to Bellambi Boat Ramp to a waiting ambulance. A
Police vessel towed the up-turned yacht back to Bellambi Boat
Ramp about an hour and a half later.
Cmdr Peter Purnell
Port Kembla

Federal Member
visits Hawkesbury
Federal Member for Robertson, Deborah O’Neill,
visited the Hawkesbury Unit at Mooney Mooney on
May 4 to announce the Volunteer Grants
Programme for 2011.
This programme recognises the
role of Australia’s volunteers and
is part of the Australian
Government’s ongoing support
to volunteers, with grants of
between $1,000 and $5,000
available to not-for-profit
organisations.
Hawkesbury Unit Commander John McCloskey said, “These
grants will enable the purchase of small portable items of
equipment. The items will improve our capability to assist the
boating community in our area when there is a call for help.”
Hawkesbury Unit covers 125 kilometres of the Hawkesbury
River and has the only two fully-accredited water ambulances
in NSW.
John showed Ms O’Neill the Unit’s radio centre and pointed
out the extent of the Unit’s coverage area on the Hawkesbury.
Ms O’Neill also saw tangible evidence of the value of the
Grants programme in the Unit’s outdoor training room that was
funded by an earlier grant.

FAIRY
MEADOW
LICENCED
POST
OFFICE
IS PLEASED
TO SUPPORT
THE EFFORTS
OF THE
MEMBERS
OF THE

MARINE
RESCUE
NSW

Kenneth Anthonisz
PR Officer – Hawkesbury
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Ulladulla supporters pitch in to help
The whole town seemed to pitch in on Friday May 6
to support Ulladulla Unit’s biggest annual fundraiser
– the charity golf day at Mollymook’s Hilltop Course.
More than 150 supporters and sponsors, with a capacity field to
match, got behind the event to make it a roaring success. When
planning for the event started soon after the final putt dropped
into the cup last year, it was agreed it would be a hard act to
follow. But follow it they did, with a packed players’ list,
fantastic support from Mollymook Golf Club and from local
businesses. To top it off, it was weather golfers dream about.
Lifeboat engineer Barrie Lovell-Davis was at the helm for a
change, steering his team of volunteers on the tough grind of
knocking on local business doors and rising to the organisational Feeding the hungry golfers were
challenge of the event. He said, “The sponsors were fantastic as (L to R) Gail Musker, Val
always. We know it’s tough for people in business to contribute Barrington, Sue Adair and Joy
to so many worthy causes, but they really rose to the occasion.
Marshall
What makes the exercise so enjoyable is that many of the people
who support us with goods, donations or services, come along on
Regulars came from as far
the day and play!”
afield as Sydney and Canberra
Many businesses made it a fun day out for their staff and teams
and the out-of-towners have
ranged from hungry real estate agents to talented chefs. Ulladulla
already booked their places in
Unit also fielded a team, led by local Milton Community
next year’s event.
Bendigo Bank Manager Matt Adams, a mean ‘9’ handicapper.
Milton Community Bank is a major supporter of MRNSW and
Matt’s talents on the course were appreciated as much as his
fiscal skills.
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You can’t get a better
reference than that!
Jamie Roberts
PR Officer Ulladulla
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Raffles are highly technical these
days. Barrie Lovell-Davis at the
computer is assisted by auxiliary
members Di Lambert (front) and
Sue Adair.
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Hectic start to the ‘quiet’ season at Ulladulla
Ulladulla’s main boating season is winding down –
and community activities are winding up. Unit
members are flat out keeping up with fund-raising
and other community obligations at the start of the
‘off’ season.

The fleet of long-liners returned to port and boats were decked
out in bunting as crews joined the festivities. Although it is
peak season for the tuna fishermen, most were back in harbour
for the occasion. With thousands of locals and visitors in town,
the sea front was the focus for most of the action, starting with
the grand parade of floats.

One of the highlights of the year on the mid South Coast is the
annual Blessing of the Fleet Festival. The traditional blessing
ceremony, imported from Europe with Ulladulla’s large
community of Italian fishermen, is the centrepiece of the day.

A large contingent of Marine Rescue members lined up as street
marshals and yet another group staffed an information stall at
the local Civic Centre as the grand parade wound through the
town. But front and centre for the event was the duty rescue
boat crew in their traditional role as water transport for the
town’s Catholic priest Father Davidanthony Davies. The unit’s
Category 2 vessel Lewis Dunn picked up Fr Davies and
Shoalhaven Mayor Paul Green to conduct them round the
harbour to bless each boat from the water.
In another big local event just a few weeks earlier, a rolling
roster of unit volunteers was on duty at nearby Milton for its
Annual Show. Members staffed the gates for more than twelve
hours on each day of the event. They were rewarded with a
generous donation from the organisers, high praise for their
efficiency and a warm invitation to return for next year’s event.

Fr Davidanthony Davies and Mayor Paul Green aboard ‘Lewis Dunn’

Members are also in action as stewards at local rugby league
matches where they have become a fixture in recent years. The
exposure at all these popular local events has done a huge
amount to enhance Marine Rescue’s profile in the community.
Apart from boosting fund-raising this has also helped attract
new members and demonstrates the unit’s commitment to
community involvement.
Jamie Roberts
PR Officer Ulladulla

6With breathtaking water views across Middle Harbour, ECHO on the Marina
provides a tranquil bushland setting, relaxed friendly dining, and contemporary cuisine.
Whether you are enjoying the cosy breakfast in our enclosed heated dining area on a chilly
winter’s morning, or the open deck on a bright sunny day, you are sure to enjoy the
experience on the water’s edge at ECHO on the Marina.
We can also help celebrate your next function. A family get-together, a team buIlding meal,
celebration of an important event or just a gathering of friends, ECHO on the Marina
provides the perfect setting.
ECHO on the Marina is located adjacent to Echo Point Park overlooking a sheltered beach.
You can relax while the nearby beach gives restless kids somewhere to play.
Echo Point Park is also pet friendly and we can accommodate well mannered pets at the
restaurant. Let us know when you book and we will be able to seat you where you can look
after your pet in comfort.

E C H O on the Marina

www.echoonthemarina.com.au
15 Normac Street, Roseville NSW 2069 • Phone: 02 9417 4422
BOATS WELCOME ~ BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL
Open Wednesday to Sunday 8am to 4pm • Open Public Holiday Mondays
BREAKFAST: 8am to 11am • LUNCH: Midday to 3pm
Sharon, Peter and the team would love to have you join them for breakfast or lunch.
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In Memoriam
VALE
Alec Coleman
7/11/1941 - 8/05/2011
It is with great sadness we report the recent passing of Alec
Coleman, who after finishing his watch on the Mother’s Day
weekend and returning home on Sunday evening 8/5/11, had a
stroke, which caused him to fall down some stairs, but
unfortunately he never regained consciousness.
Alec Coleman was born on Nov 7, 1941. He grew up in Penrith
before he and wife Lorraine set up home in Greystanes. They
have two daughters and one son.

Alec was a good friend,
particularly to his Black
Watch mates and he will be
sadly missed by everyone.
Alec’s funeral, was held on
Tuesday May 17. It was well
attended by family and
friends. Members of Marine
Rescue The Entrance Unit
formed a guard of honour.

Alec was an electricity linesman until unfortunately he fell from
the top of an electricity pole over 20 years ago and injured his
legs. That did not stop him from starting up a trucking company
(Protran) which he ran until his retirement.

Alec Coleman

Soon after retiring, Alec and Lorraine moved to The Entrance.
They maintained close contact with their family, particularly
their fifteen grand children and five great grand children.
Alec joined Marine Rescue at The Entrance Unit in February
2010, completing his Induction on the May 31, 2010. He was
very proud to wear the MR uniform.
Although Alec was with our Unit for only a relatively short time,
he was a sprightly 69 year old and a great asset to our Unit. He
was always a willing worker and added his own unique sense of
humour to every task.

The Entrance Unit Guard of Honour

ITIM Systems
ITIM Systems is a small Australian business enterprise that specialises in the manufacturing of marine alarm monitoring
and control modules. Since founding the company in 1983, directors and brothers, Graeme and David Scott, have worked
to develop and improve their product range, so that they continue to meet and exceed the
exceptional standard expected by their client base.
These products are Australian made, using a high level of technology and attention to detail.
The range includes fire alarms, tank level monitoring and display, bilge alarm and bilge pump
control systems, gas and fume detection, nav light monitor and trim tab controllers. All ITIM’s
systems feature marine hardened modules, with plug in terminals for ship’s wiring on the
rear, and touch switch controls and LED backlit system status displays on the front of each
flush mount module.
ITIM are pleased to announce the release of the first of their Next Generation of system
modules. Designated the FA1-V2 and the FA2-V4. These two new fire alarm controller
modules have benefitted from a full technology and program upgrade, while extending the
high standard of function with reliability that ITIM modules are reknown for.
ITIM continues to expand as a business and now supplies system kit sets to boat builders
and owners both in Australia and internationally. The company’s first export sale was in 1986
to a Taiwanese Patrol boat builder and since then they have successfully entered the
international marketplace through exports to New Zealand, Taiwan, China, Hong Kong,
Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand, USA and countries across Europe, Africa, and South America.
These strong international relations have strengthened since obtaining Type Approval
Certificates from Chinese Register of Shipping following extensive environmental and EMC
testing of ITIM’s fire alarm monitoring and control systems.
As a long-term member of Marine Queensland and AIMEX, ITIM Systems has been provided
with strong and essential industry networking and has influential Australian representation at
all international boat shows.
(See advertisement on page 16)
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PK 20 powers on to the scene at Port Kembla
Marine Rescue Port Kembla has taken delivery of the first Kevlacat 9.0 m fast response Rescue Vessel.

The Kevlacat Commercial 3000 has been selected by Marine
Rescue NSW as the 9.0m Catamaran Class Rescue Vessel.
This follows from a thorough review of vessel manufacturers,
material of construction, willingness of the manufacturer to
configure vessels to Marine Rescue’s requirements – and price.
GRP (fibreglass) construction was considered the best material
for this class of vessel providing strength, greater weight for
rough sea conditions, greater ease of repair if needed, freedom
from corrosion/electrolysis issues and anticipated low cost for
future hull refurbishment.
During the design and construction process Kevlacat Australia
demonstrated its willing ability to customise the vessel to
Marine Rescue’s requirements introducing many design
modifications requested for the cabin configuration.
Following sea trials at Sydney and the delivery by sea to Port
Kembla, this vessel not only met, but exceeded, our
expectations. It demonstrated an exceptional ability to handle
rough seas at speed.
There was minimal spray on the windscreen and into the rear
cockpit and the vessel is stable at rest with a beam on sea.
Crew visibility from the cabin both fwd and abeam is very
good with insignificant blind spots and all who trialled this
craft welcomed the clear view down over the bow from helm
and foreward port station.
Frank Robards
Project Manager

PK 20 - Vessel Specifications
Kevlacat Commercial 3000 Series
Construction - GRP/Kevlar weave
LOA 9.0 m
Draught 0.8m (To bottom of O/B Skeg trimmed down)
Crew 3 - 4
Passenger capacity 8
2C Survey Standard
2 x 450 Litre fuel tanks
2 x 250 HP Suzuki 4 stroke contra rotating outboards
Cruising Speed 22 - 25 Knots
Top Speed 40 Knots
Cruise Range 250 Nm at 22 - 25 Knots
Est. Weight Fully Fuelled 5 tonnes
Fit out and Equipment:
Raymarine C120 W + C 140 W GPS / Radar Class A
Furuno AIS
Raymarine FLIR (infrared) camera
Icom VHF marine radio
GME 27 MHz marine radio
TAIT DCN radio
Salvage/fire pump
Towing apparatus
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S UNDINGS
U N D I NGS
NGS
Soundings is the Quarterly Journal of Marine Rescue NSW.
Statewide Magazines is proud to be associated with Marine
Rescue NSW. For over 74 years, hundreds of thousands of
recreational boating and fishing enthusiasts have depended on the
support and marine safety watch provided by volunteer marine
rescue services.
Marine Rescue NSW was established in 2009 and created a single
marine rescue organisation for NSW. This brought together almost
2,000 members with an unequalled depth of experience from
existing volunteer marine safety services.
Now with more than 3,100 members and continually growing,
Marine Rescue NSW has become widely known in the boating
community as the one name to remember for emergency search
and rescue, marine radio communications and boating safety
education.
Recreational boating enthusiasts now have a continuous marine
safety net covering the NSW coast from Point Danger on the
Queensland border to Eden on the far NSW south coast. Soon the
skilled volunteer services of Marine Rescue NSW will extend into
NSW regional waters to provide safer boating on the lakes of the
Snowy Mountains and then extending to the Murray River and other
major lakes and dams.
Already the Marine Rescue NSW vessel replacement program to
provide better services to the boating public has made excellent
progress. Brand new, purpose-built rescue vessels have been
introduced at three units, fully refurbished boats are now
operational at four other units and more new vessels are in the
pipeline for strategic deployment to other regions.
Soundings is great reading for everyone concerned about good
boating practice and safety of life at sea. It is filled with information
that keeps everyone who has an interest in boating up to date with
activities at the Marine Rescue units, including reports on any
significant rescues.
In short, Soundings, in its attractive A4 colour format, provides a
valuable marketing medium for any product or service that is
related to safer and more enjoyable boating. A welcome bonus for
advertisers is that they will be clearly seen actively supporting an
organisation of frequently unsung and unrecognised heroes.
Soundings helps ensure greater recognition for those dedicated
volunteers as it communicates effectively to a large readership of
current and potential customers.
Statewide Magazines is very proud of its role as Marine Rescue
NSW’s authorized advertising agent for Soundings. Our
professional team is always ready to assist marketers to reach this
important readership target for products and services in the
recreational
boating industry.
We look forward to
hearing from you,
assisting you to
bring your brand to
this unique market
and continuing to
ensure support for
Marine
Rescue
NSW.

We welcome
your Emails
Hi Ron
In Issue 6 of Soundings, an error has been detected in the
reporting of a joint training session with Port Macquarie, on
Page 33 ‘Joint Training at Port Macquarie’.
The article reads as follows - (1st Paragraph) Camden Haven,
having recently received its new boat, has a crew in training.
This is incorrect. What I sent in is as follows “with Camden
Haven having new boat crew in training”
The emphasis is on the new crew in training, Camden Haven
do not have a new boat. This error has been picked up by
several members of our unit and other units could believe that
we have received a new boat when we have not.
Ron Neville
PR Officer Camden Haven Unit

A Mystery - where’s Doug. . .?
The Unit’s members are working like beavers – but
where is the usually hard-working
and omnipresent Unit Commander
Doug Musker?
He hasn’t been sighted around the base
for weeks and even his wife Gail doesn’t
know exactly where he is. . .
Deputy UC Keven Marshall hasn’t heard
from him and he was missing from the
Blessing of the Fleet festivities and the
Golf Day - most unusual, as he is never far from the base, a
phone or his computer. He was last seen grabbing his lifejacket
as he headed for the door …

Never Sail
Blind Again
Icom Australia has
released the MA-500TR
Class B AIS transponder.
The unit offers a cost
effective entry option into
chartplotting, with the
reliability
and
functionality of Icom
marine equipment..
The Icom MA-500TR is the perfect choice for those wanting a
feature packed and reliable AIS transponder. It features IPX7
(1m depth for 30 minutes) water ingress protection, and like all
Icom products, is made in Japan to strict quality standards.
Being a transponder, not a receiver, the MA-500TR will also
send out the user’s information, allowing them to be visible to
other vessels.
(See advertisement on Page 17)

Contact: Deborah Stathakis

Statewide Magazines Pty Limited ABN: 67 119 812 458
PO Box 610, Fairy Meadow NSW 2519
Telephone: 02 4227 4396
Mobile: 0414 319 339
Fax: 02 4227 4397
Email: statemags@bigpond.com
Web: statewidemagazines.com.au
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Letters or emails to the Editor are welcome, with praise or
criticism. Please keep your messages short and to the point.
Members please include your Name and Unit and others
please include a return address.
Send Emails to soundings@marinerescuensw.com.au
Send Mail to The Editor Soundings
PO Box 6058 West Gosford NSW 2250
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The new GME MT406G EPIRB with integrated
GPS receiver provides the last piece ...

Be found fast!
Search and Rescue authorities will have your GPS
co-ordinates accurate to less than 100m within minutes,
which means you get rescued quicker.
Don’t take the risk, take the newest technology.
GME providing affordable safety.

>
>
>
>

16 channel Quadriﬁlar Helix GPS Receiver
High intensity strobe light
Australian design and manufacture
COSPAS-SARSAT worldwide operation

SSydney
ydney (02) 9879 8888 Melbourne (03) 9798 0988 Brisbane (07) 3278 6444 Perth
Perth (08) 9455 5744 Adelaide
Adelaidde (08) 8234 2633 Auckland (09) 274 0955

M287A

www.gme.net.au
u
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